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Outline:  Police Body Cameras
I. Introduction
1. Hook: Over the past years, due to increasing incidences of racial discrimination by the police and tensions from the society, the government, civilians, and activist groups have been piling more pressure on the police to wear body cameras so as to record all their daily basis interactions (McCamman & Scott 167). 
2. Credibility statement: Luckily, I have a relative who happens to be a police officer and whom I have had the opportunity to interact and engage with on his experience with the body cameras. 
3. Audience motivation: You will be able to learn police body cameras are not only safe for the police but also for us as civilians. 
4. Thesis statement: Arguably, police body cameras improve accountability among the police, acts as effective tools in investigating domestic violence cases, and can be used as effective tools to reform the police, although some people states that body cameras affect the mental and physical health of the police negatively.  
5. Review of main points: First, I will argue how body cameras improve accountability among the police. Secondly, I will focus on how body cameras can act as effective tools in investigating domestic violence cases. Thirdly, I will highlight how body cameras can serve as effective tools in reforming the police. Finally, I will offer a counter-argument on the use of body cameras among the police.    
Transition: First, let me begin with the purpose and history of police body cameras
II. Body
1. Body cameras enhance the safety, as well as communication of police officers, especially those posted in stressful surroundings, and they provide an account of events in incidences involving loss of lives and severe injuries.  
2. The cameras are worn on the head or the chest of the police officers to document interactions of police officers with the public. One of the features of these cameras is a microphone responsible for capturing sound. Another feature is internal data storage that saves video footage for future review. 
3. Law enforcement officers can use audio as well as video recordings stored in the body cameras to show transparency to society, record statements and observations and prevent unprofessional behaviors by the police. 
4. In the United States, the use of body cameras dates back to 2014 in the case of Michael Brown, an unarmed African-American shot by the US police (Stoughton 1363). The death of Brown sparked the use of body cameras among the police in the country. In Los Angeles, the use of police body cameras began in 2015 (Stoughton 1363). 
Transition: After exploring the purpose and history of police body cameras, let us look into the advantages and a disadvantage of police body cameras. 
1. Police body cameras improve accountability among the police. Notably, the use of body cameras among the police provides audio and video recordings that can serve as evidence for event verification.  Therefore, police officers may shun illegal activities since all evidence is captured.
2. In addition, police body cameras act as effective tools in investigating domestic violence cases. Police wearing body cameras in cases involving domestic violence are able to capture essential evidence like injuries sustained by victims and statements from the victims. This ensures that justice is served accordingly. 
3. Also, police body cameras can be used as effective tools to reform the police. The use of body cameras among the police improves transparency and accountability of the police to the public, and this is one of the ways of mending the strained relationships between the police and civilians (Braga et al., 42). 
4. However, police body cameras affect the mental and physical health of the police negatively. Conversely, the use of body cameras implies that the police are put under continuous surveillance, and this increases the risk of mental as well as psychological suffering.
Transition: Having discussed the advantages and disadvantages of police body cameras, attention now shifts to how these cameras violate our right to privacy. 
1. The recording of the interactions between the police and the public may result in the exposure of private health conditions, like mental illnesses of civilians. The cameras may also record victims of crimes like rape, and this may end up traumatizing the victims (Taylor & Murray 960). 
2. The video recordings also violate the privacy of individuals under arrest. When people are arrested while being recorded, they risk a tainted public image that may cause negative effects like firing from employment opportunities. 
3. Police recordings may record the exact voice or even body faces of people, thereby violating their security. 
Transition: Having delved into how police recordings violate our privacy, let me enlighten you on what you can do to support the use of police body cameras.
1. You should all support the use of body cameras among the police because they prevent the police from using excessive force. Notably, when the police know that they are recorded, they may shun actions that involve the use of excessive force. 
2. One of the websites where you can find relevant information that supports the use of body cameras among the police is that of the Office of Justice Programs under the US Department of Justice (https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/new-ojp-resources)    
3. To demonstrate that you support the use of body cameras among the police, you can email or contact your local police departments and share your views about the topic. 
Transition: The above paragraph has focused on what you can do to support the use of police body cameras, and next is the concluding paragraph. 
III. Conclusion
1. In conclusion, the use of body cameras among the police is an imperative intervention that we all ought to support. 
2. The use of body cameras among the police improves police accountability, acts as effective tools in investigating domestic violence cases, and can be used as effective tools to reform the police. However, some people state that body cameras affect the mental and physical health of the police negatively. The drive to use body cameras among the police gained momentum in 2014 after the shooting of Michael Brown by the police. 
3. “Many community stakeholders and criminal justice leaders have suggested placing body-worn cameras (BWCs) on police officers improves the civility of police-citizen encounters and enhances citizen perceptions of police transparency and legitimacy” (Braga et al., 34).     
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